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58 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES 

Barbarity, have ow'd their original to this disorderly Passion 
(jealousy). I will therefore drop so odious a Subject, and pass 
to the Pleasures of Eating and Drinking. Now pitch upon what 
Beasts you please, either wild or tame, and you must own that in 
this respect we are more moderate than you. I defie you to show 
me one that at any time either eats or drinks more than Nature 
requires, or that seeks after any other aliment, than what she 
ordained, Seed, or Grass, or Flesh, or Fruit: whereas you are so 
far from being satisfied with one Nourishment, that you eat every- 
thing almost, search every corner in the Universe, and ransack 
the four elements to supply your Luxury. Nay, not content with 
this, you employ learned Masters in the Mystery of Eating, who 
try a thousand expensive Tricks to give a greater haut goust to 
your Food, than Nature thought fit to give them. This betrays 
you into frequent excesses, by which means you destroy the vigour 
of your Constitution, and either shorten your Days, or entail a 
sickly vexatious old Age upon your selves. . . . Therefore I leave 
you to judge, whether we are not much more temperate than you, 
and whether our Destiny is not far happier than yours, who have 
the greater share of that Virtue, which takes off the Impediments 
that hinder us from acting according to Nature." 

Honncher, Anglia x, 397-427, and Borkowsky, Anglia xv, 345- 
389, have discussed at length the sources for Gulliver's Travels. 
To their list of books must be added Brown's translation of Circe. 
Certainly the part this book played is inconsiderable when com- 
pared with Cyrano de Bergerac's Voyages Comiques, yet it is inter- 
esting to notice that Italy as well as France contributed to the 
making of Swift's satire. 

Edwakd Bliss Reed. 
Yale University. 



Barlaam and Joasaph 

The John G. White Collection of Folk-lore, Oriental and Mediae- 
val Literature, owned by the Cleveland Public Library, has just 
received an interesting Italian version of Barlaam and Joasaph, 
information about which is solicited from the readers of Modern 
Language Notes. 

The fundamental study of this romance was made by E. Kuhn 
(Abhandlungen der pfiilos.-pfiilol. Classe der K. layer. ATcad. der 
Wissenschaften, Bd. xx, Abt. 1, 1893). According to Kuhn (p. 
61), the Italian texts fall roughly into two classes: a fuller form, 
whose title begins " Storia," and a briefer, called " Vita." Of the 
editions of the " Vita " known to Kuhn, the oldest, except for an 
undated 15th century text in the Trivulzian library, was published 
by Bindoni at Venice in 1539. The White copy, a "Vita" text, 
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was issued from the same press, but in 1524. Now the first printed 
edition of the " Storia " form did not appear till 1734 (there is a 
copy in the White collection). The Cleveland copy, therefore, 
appears to be earlier than any other dated Italian edition. (It may 
be added that Harvard and the Library of Congress possess no 
Italian edition earlier than the 18th century). 

Furthermore, Kuhn says that, though the mss. of the " Vita " 
call King Baraehias " Alfanos," this name is found in none of the 
few editions to which he had access. It is used, however, in the 
White copy. 

Into the details of the text there has been no leisure to go; but 
on the surface the White copy appears to be the oldest dated Italian 
edition on record, and to be unknown to bibliographers. Perhaps 
some reader of Modem Language Notes will be able to throw further 
light upon it. 

Gordon W. Thayer. 

Cleveland Public Library. 
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Is there a Poetic View of the World? By C. H. Herford. The 
British Academy: Warton Lecture on English Poetry, vii. From 
the Proceedings of the British Academy, vol. vn (Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 1917). No one could expect Professor Herford to ask 
an idle question ; and when he may offer an answer to any question, 
he commands serious attention. Nor is Professor Herford the man 
to be misunderstood when he puts himself into relation with hack- 
neyed expressions, commonplace questioning, and the makeshifts of 
minds easily quieted by well-sounding generalizations. His is the 
type of mind that with philosophic eagerness and sincerity takes 
hold of old problems as formulas of universal processes of thought, 
or as expressions of universal experience and, therefore, of certain 
unalterable values. The chief propensity of another type of mind 
is to magnify the supervenient variations in the aspect of old 
problems. A mind of this type tends to disregard history and to 
over-estimate the effects of new conditions on perdurable principles. 
It is thus that adventitious ' schools ' in the arts emerge from time 
to time. With ephemera of this sort Professor Herford has nothing 
to do ; he is concerned with what in intellectual and emotional life 
is true to-day because it was true yesterday and will be true to- 
morrow. That a summary of this lecture (better named an essay 
or a treatise) must be helpful is the judgment of Professor Herford 
himself; he has, accordingly, supplied one, which shall be quoted 
in full, so that whatever comments may here be offered will be 
easily kept in proper relation to the whole argument. 



